We read the article by Beral and associates with great interest. The study showed that that retinopathy 8 and maculopathy are common in sickle cell disease (SCD) and found no association with hematological 9 parameters, blood rheology or genotype [1] .
10
We have some considerations that might help understanding the study.
11
Retina is a complex intraocular anatomic structure responsible for initiating the visual process [2] .
12
It can be anatomically divided in posterior pole and peripheral retina and, Macula is a 4.5-6 mm 13 area present in the posterior pole [2] . The terms Retinopathy and Maculopathy are general and refer 14 respectively to disease of the retina and disease of the macula. 
20
In their article, Beral and colleagues used the terminology "Retinopathy" and "Maculopathy" as two 21 different diseases and did not describe the diagnostic criteria used neither the classification of both. We 22 understood that they applied "Retinopathy" as the peripheral vascular alterations and "Maculopathy" 
